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servatives and gave the reins of leadership to Sumner,
Stevens, and the radical wing. Trumbull followed this
lead till the impeachment of Johnson took place, when he
halted and saved Johnson at the expense of his own popu-
larity, and he never regretted that he had done so.

A distant echo of the Civil Rights controversy reached
the Illinois Senator from the state of Georgia, where he
had been a school-teacher thirty years earlier. The cor-
respondence is introduced here as a corrective, in some
part, of the erroneous opinion that Trumbull was a man
of cold and unfeeling nature:

MORGAN [GaJ, May 17th [1866],

HON. LYMAN TKTJMBULL :

DEAR SIR: Truth seems strange, but, stranger still appears
the fact, that after a lapse of thirty years, I should offer you
a feeble acknowledgment of the gratitude, and high respect I
have ever cherished for you. It was my good fortune to enjoy,
in Greenville, for nearly three years, the advantage of your
profound teachings; and, in later life, when adverse circum-
stances compel me to impart those lessons, and the hallowed
influence of that instruction, to others, I award to you the full
meed of praise. You cannot imagine the satisfaction I experi-
ence, when my eye turns to the many eloquent addresses you
deliver before Congress; but as there lurks beneath the most
beautiful rose, thorns that inflict deep wounds, so your avowed
animosity to us casts a gloom over those delightful emotions.
Is there no delightful thrill of association still lingering in your
bosom, when memory reverts to your sojourn among us? Is
there no period in that long space, around which fond retrospec-
tion can joyfully flutter her wings, and crush out the large
drops of gall that have been distilled into your cup? I think
you, and you alone, have the power and influence to arrest the
mighty tide that threatens to overwhelm us. Can you not for-
get our past delinquencies, to which, I confess, we have been too
prone, and remember only the little good you discovered? I
often make special inquiries after you, and was much interested
in an account given by an old Southern member. As I had still
in my mind's eye your tall and erect form, my surprise was
